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Prof. Joshua Lederberg 
Dept. of Genetics 
Stanford University School of Medicine 
Stanford, CA 940305 

Dear Colleague: 

On May 23 the World Health Organization adopted the enclosed "draft resolu- 
tion" censuring Israel regarding the health conditions of the Arab popula- 
tion in the occupied territories. This important U.N. humanitarian body 
has been again manipulated to serve tendentious political interests unre- 
lated to its work. 

We believe that it is essential to protest this action, and have prepared 
the enclosed statement to be sent to WHO headquarters, to colleagues in 
other countires, and issued to the press. 

Because of your distinctive position and your former or current work with 
WHO your endorsement, in addition to ours as sponsors, would strengthen 
the effectiveness of the message. 

For, your convenience a form for your signature has been included below the 
statement. If you concur, kindly return it to us as soon as possible. 

Many thanks for your support and cooperation. l 

Jbl ius Axelrod i 
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The WHO Resolution demonstrates once again that this specialized agency 

of the United Nations, the source of pride for its many achievements in the 

area of human heaJ.th and welfare, has been diverted into the dangerous and 

sterile path that,has affected other U.N. agencies in the past, transferring 

their purpose from human welfare to that of partisan political warfare. 

Peace in the Middle East will not be achieved 'by political resolutions 

pushed through non-political organizations but by discussion and negotiation 

of all the sensitive and delicate issues between the parties to the conflict 

themselves. 

I am pleased to endorse the above statement. 
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Statement on Politicization of WHO 

WHO 

WHO was founded to be a specialized agency of the United Nations, to 

care for the health and psyahological welfare of the peoples of the world, 

regardless of political considerations. 

We are disturbed by the Resolution adopted by the Assembly of the . 

World Health Organization in Geneva on May 23, 1978, regarding the state of 

the health services provided by Israel in the territories occupied by her 

in the course of the June 1967 Arab-Israeli war. 

The WHO Resolution makes statements and draws inferences that are 

neither truthful .nor justified. The accusation that the inhabitants of these 

territories suffer poor health and psychological conditions flouts the find- 

ings of the WHO Committee which twice visited the territories and received 

the cooperation of the Israeli authorities in its work, and which, in its re- 

port, though basically hostile to the Israeli authorities, could not ignore 

mention of the positive improvements seen to have taken place in the area of 

health care and health services since June 1967. The Resolution's accusation 

that the Israeli military authorities are changing the legal status of the 

medical and health professions-in the territories and thereby forcing migra- 

tion of Arab medical and health personnel has no basis in reality. 

The recent WHO Resolution, in calling for immediate Israeli withdrawal 

from the territories and making additional political demands, entirely dis- 

regards the aims and objectives of the World Health Organization. 
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